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Composers Full of Compliments 
Congratulations to all after 
another very successful 
winter concert. We 
programmed no fewer than 
four pieces by living 
composers alongside the 
well-known Handel 
choruses. Two of those 
composers attended and 
sent very encouraging 
messages in the days after 

the performance. Cecilia McDowall said '.... I 
thought the choir was just terrific, lovely, confident 
sound'. Whilst Edwin Roxburgh felt that the evening 
was '...uplifting and full of joy' - just so you know that 
your efforts are appreciated! 

The Chamber Choir (after delivering a demanding 
programme of their own a few weeks before) 
continued to raise their game by singing four very 
demanding unaccompanied pieces by  
John McCabe, Edwin Roxburgh and Eric Whitacre - 
the last of which seemed to be a particular hit with 
the audience.  

After a stirring opening account of Zadok the Priest, 
the Oratorio Choir deserved the warm applause of a 
capacity audience for a fine performance of Cecilia 
McDowall's Magnificat. It really is quite a tall order to 
put together a piece like that with orchestra and 
soloists in just over an hour the same afternoon as 
the concert. In this case, not least when one of the 
soloists (the excellent Nicola Stonehouse) had only 
seen the piece for the first time less than 24 hours 
before and so I think the Oratorio Choir 
deserve special praise. 
 

Several singers commented afterwards that they felt not 
ALL had gone completely to plan - my response is quite 
simply that this is what is called 'live music'. We can all 
sit and pick a bar here and there that we might wish to 
have done differently and although that might work in a 
recording situation, it really is a totally pointless 
exercise after a concert. What is more important is that 
everyone tries their best and feels they have achieved 
something at the end of it - on both of those levels, I 
really think you succeeded.  

The Handel choruses that made up the second half 
came over very well - the choir being supported not only 
by the friendly acoustic of St Michael's, but also our 
guest orchestra from the Royal College of Music, who 
managed to digest an awful lot of notes in a very short 
space of time! I hope it is as pleasing for you as it is for 
me to see the Oratorio Choir go from strength to 
strength. 

Next term we contrast on the best known of all choral 
works, Faure's serene Requiem (which of course we will 
repeat in Paris in May), with a new setting of the 
Requiem Eternal Light by Howard Goodall.  

Looking forward to seeing you all in 2010! 

 
David Wordsworth 

 

P.S. Basses 

Next term the Chamber Choir will temporarily lose two 
members of its bass section. With a small choir this 
clearly has a big impact so if anyone feels they would 
like to audition or can pass this information on to 
someone who would, please do so and contact our 
Administrator. 

 

Rehearsals and Classes – Spring Term 
All rehearsals at the Polish Centre, Manilowa and Sapphire Rooms, 2

nd
 Floor, 238 King Street, Hammersmith 

MONDAYS                                                                         WEDNESDAYS 

First rehearsal Monday 11 January                                     First rehearsal Wednesday 6 January  

Jazz Ensemble; Vocal Technique: 7pm                                  Chamber Choir; Learn to Read Music: 6.30pm 

Jazz Choir: 8pm                                                                      Oratorio Choir: 7.30pm 

Half Term Monday 15 February                                           Half Term Wednesday 17 February 
JAZZ CONCERT: 7.30pm Saturday 28 March                      ORATORIO CONCERT: 7.30pm Saturday 21 March 

London Oratory School, Fulham                                             St Michaels & All Angels Church, Turnham Green, W4 
 

INTRODUCE A SINGER TO ANY CHOIR AND RECEIVE A £20 VOUCHER – SEE BACK PAGE                                                                                  

For more information contact: 
The Administrator, PO Box 63768, London SW6 9AR  Tel: 07531 447960;  E-mail: info@addison-singers.org.uk 

Visit our website at http://www.addison-singers.org.uk 
 

http://www.addison-singers.org.uk/
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VACANCY 

ADDISON SINGERS  ADMINISTRATOR 

We are looking for a new Administrator for Addison Singers following the resignation this term of 
 Catherine Bishop. This would ideally suit a choir member who would enjoy getting involved with the  

admin side of the group and is looking for a part-time, flexible job that can be done from home.  
It is a self-employed role which pays £500.00 per term (under review) with 3 terms a year,  

commencing 1 April 2010 to prepare for the start of the Summer Term mid-April. 
 

An exciting role, you will be the key contact with 200 members, handling enrolments,  
rehearsal bookings, audition arrangements and e-group communications.   

You will need to commit to 2 evenings (Mon & Wed) during first 3 weeks of each term 
 to manage enrolments. Musical skills not essential but helpful.   

Must be highly motivated with excellent organisational skills, and enjoy meeting people,  
answering queries from members and audiences, and preparing occasional 

 administrative reports for Committee.   
Own computer with broadband connection and internet skills essential,  

familiarity with MS Access databases an advantage. 
 

If you are interested, or know someone who might be, contact christine.drake@btinternet.com  
for a detailed job description and send in an application detailing your relevant experience,  

by Friday 15 January 2010 
 

Saturday Singing Workshop 
On Saturday 10 October I spent a most enjoyable three 
hours in Holy Innocents Church Hall at the workshop 
expertly run by Alice Hyde.  

The group of 12 was representative of the Addison 
Singers with members of the Jazz, Chamber and 
Oratorio Choirs and a mixture of new and more 
established singers. Alice quickly put us at our ease by 
getting us to tell her what we most wanted to improve on 
as individuals. She then somehow managed to work on 
all twelve different priorities!  

We did breathing and diction exercises which helped us 
to forget our inhibitions. The singing of Somewhere from 
West Side Story enabled us put into practice the 
elements of the breathing, song interpretation and vowel 
formation. I hope that my diction will improve and that 
the quality of my notes will be better as I learn to put into 
practice some of the techniques. 

We all enjoyed singing Summer Time as a group and 
each of us sang a line on our own. I think that Alice 
helped us all. For the most experienced and confident 
singers she provided a range of techniques to enable us 
to visualise the music and build on our skills. The less 
confident and inexperienced will have gone away with 
some practical tips to use in their choir singing.  

The three hours flew by and the session was finished off 
with us working towards singing a round in small groups. 
This was more difficult than we initially thought but there 
was a great sense of achievement and the exercise 
enabled us to identify what we might want to work on in 
the future. 

Susan Farnfield, Jazz Choir 

 
 

BBC Debut for the  
Jazz Choir 

 
Addison Singersô Jazz Choirs 
reached new, exciting heights by 
being selected to be played on the 
BBC Today programme last 
Tuesday 29 December 2009. 

Radio 4 is better known for its 
current affairs than its music but on 
this particular morning óTodayô 

guest editor, Robert Wyatt, asked the programme's 
audience to send in their recordings of the amateur choirs 
in which they take part.  

Nikki Hill from the Jazz Choir responded immediately and 
what a result! 

Hopefully you will still be able to follow the link below and 
hear the choir singing Voices of Change, composed by 
our very own Jill Jarman. The piece had its debut at the 
December 2008  Jazz Concert and was professionally 
recorded in a studio by the Choirs in the Autumn 2009 
term. The hard work and perseverance that this required 
was definitely worth it Iôm sure you will agree.  

The link is: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/today/hi/today/newsid_8433000/843
3516.stm 
 
Congratulations everyone - a fantastic achievement!!! 

Chris Drake 

mailto:christine.drake@btinternet.com
http://news.bbc.co.uk/today/hi/today/newsid_8433000/8433516.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/today/hi/today/newsid_8433000/8433516.stm
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Chamber Choir Raise Their Voices for 
Anniversary Appeal 

It was a shame that the 70
th
 Anniversary Appeal for 

The Parish Church of the Ascension, Hanger Hill on 
Saturday 7 November was programmed for one of the 
busiest nights of the year ï Saturday Guy Fawkes 
celebrations.  

Fortunately the first half, a series of thoughtful and 
lyrical pieces, was prior to the rocket launches! It was 
an intimate gathering but the groupiesô favourites 
included Faureôs Cantique de Jean  Racine and the 
two Ave Verum Corpusô one by Mozart, the other 
Mathias. The first half ended with Howard Goodallôs 
The Lord is my Shepherd which David reminded us is 
the theme for the Vicar of Dibley ï quelle horreur! we 
thought ï but the Choir sang it so sensitively that we 
soon forgot the commonplace and nearly wept.  
 
 

 The Choir delighted us in the second half with true 
poetry. Composer Howard Skempton introduced his 
two pieces: He wishes for the cloths of Heaven (with 
words from Yeatsô famous love poem); and the choral 
premieres The Great Breath, and Frolic. Amidst 
mounting cannon fire from Ealing Common, the Choir 
ended enthusiastically with Rutterôs gorgeously athletic 
and lively Five Childhood Lyrics.  

Matthew, as ever, gave a polished performance and 
tonight he interspersed his singing with organ solos by 
James Hook and the French composer Lefebure-Wely.  

Itôs always a joy to hear the Chamber Choir and Davidôs 
informal but informative introductions always inspire me 
to further explore librettos, composers and poetry.  

Bunny Hoover, Oratorio Choir 

 

Two Trios of Triumphs  
(and that doesnôt make a Sextet!) 

Firstly, the 150th anniversary of 
the death of George Frederick 
Handel was ample excuse (if any 
were needed) for a concert in 
which that great composer played 
the major part. Opening with 
Zadok the Priest (ña crafty trickò, 
according to one member of the 
audience), the programme was 
yet another master blend by our 
esteemed Maestro Wordsworth, 
who combined familiar and lesser 

known Handelian choruses with Cecilia McDowallôs 
Magnificat and wonderful gems for the Chamber Choir 
by John McCabe and Eric Whitacre. The programme 
certainly drew in the crowds to St Michael and All 
Angels, where the Oratorio Choir and players from the 
Royal College of Music (plus yours truly on 
harpsichord), performing with enthusiasm and style, 
truly engaged the audience.  

Secondly, for Birth of the Blues, the jazz do at the 
Oratory School, Jill gave a lucid and entertaining 
commentary to link a selection of largely a capella  

 numbers, which reflected the rich African American 
heritage of many musical styles. She displayed 
amazing dexterity in her own solo composition, Addison 
Blues, which complemented my Scott Joplin numbers, 
Bethena: A Concert Waltz and Original Rags. The Jazz 
Choir and Jazz Ensemble were on great form, and from 
the latterôs collection, the pieces that shone out for me 
were (Sittinô on) the Dock of the Bay, with the coolest of 
cool soloists, Vicky Culley, and the closing number, 
Steal Away. It was good to hear Sue Inghamôs solo in 
The Entertainer. Thank you all for your commitment 
and (where applicable!) graft.  

Thirdly, as in December 2008, the term ended at St 
Michaelôs again, with a Christmas concert by the 
combined voices of the different groups within the 
Addison Singers, including an effective arrangement by 
Jill of In the bleak mid-winter. The large audience 
clearly enjoyed the balance of music and readings, 
performance pieces and carols for all. So, if this event 
takes place for a third year in December, the 2010 
Christmas concert could become another trio of 
triumphs!  

Matthew Hough 

Jazz Choir Goes A Cappella  

A happy new year to all! I'll 
keep this brief; fantastic 
concert. We took a bit of a risk 
singing mostly unaccompanied 
but you all did really well. 
Better acoustics would have 
been kinder but this did not 
detract from the achieved tonal 

quality.  Itôs always good to have some a cappella 
songs to hand - never know when or where we could 
be asked to sing so this furthers our cause when 
seeking extra gigs. 

 

 I love the Joplin rags played so wonderfully by 
Matthew and it all added to the jazz club atmosphere 
of the evening.  The opening also worked welléthere 
was a palatable anticipatory air in the theatre as we 
heard the ensemble singing and getting closer, and 
closer. 
  
I hope you are all basking in the light of your first CD 
and its addition to the Radio 4 website. Good stuff! 

Jill Jarman 
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Chair’s 
Letter  
 
Iôm just listening to the radio with óIôm dreaming of a 
white Christmasô gently playing in the background 
and wondering how many of you will actually be 
looking out onto a snowy scene on Christmas Day? 
There seems to be a good chance this year ï what 
a wonderful scene when we came out from the 
Carol Concert with quite a substantial layer of snow 
on the ground ï it just held the magic of the 
evening! 
 

The Autumn Term is always a busy one. We have 
the AGM in October which puts the Treasurer 
under pressure to get all our finances in order. Well 
done Tony on grappling with all the complexities of 
our accounts. And thanks to out-going Committee 
members and a warm welcome to the several new 
members, who have already proved more than 
capable of handling their roles with confidence and 
efficiency. 
 
 

The Jazz and Classical Concerts were a success 
with good audience figures but it was slightly 
disappointing that we could not match the numbers 
from last year for the Carol Concert. We are so 
lucky to be able to put together such a big choir 
with the combined voices of the Jazz and Classical 
Choirs that can sing the carols with such joy and 
enthusiasm ï the concert deserves a much bigger 
audience. 
 

Hopefully you will all have a relaxing break over the 
holidays and I look forward to seeing you all again 
next term for another term of exciting music. 

Chris Drake 

 

£20 if you introduce a new singer 

YES, every member of Addison Singers who 

introduces a brand new singer to any one of our 
Choirs will receive a Ã20 M&S voucher as a óthank 
youô. So if your friend joins make sure they let us 
know that you introduced them. 
 

Choir Register 
The Committee have decided to re-introduce the 
Choir Register at the Oratorio Choir rehearsals (the 
Jazz Choir already do this). One of the reasons 
being Health & Safety - so we know who and how 
many are in rehearsal if there was a need for an 
emergency evacuation of POSK. Also, in case any 
member misses more than 2 rehearsals we can 
make sure everything is well. PLEASE make sure 
you sign the sheet each week - there will be one for 
each voice section. Your Choir Rep is responsible 
for circulating and collating the sheets each 
week and for following up any 'lost' members. 
 

 

 
Thank you for your  

wine donations 
 
Many thanks to all who put money into the envelopes 
circulated during rehearsals at the end of term. This is 
not a ówhip roundô for free drinks - but assists with the 
cost of staging each concert and covers the cost of the 
gift presented on your behalf to each of the Conductors 
at the end of the concerts. (This term the Jazz Concert 
was expected to cost £2,750 and the Classical Concert & 
Orchestra £5,150) 
 

As a further explanation to new members; Addison 
Singers likes to serve wine in the intervals of concerts, 
but does not have a licence for the sale of alcohol and in 
many instances, neither do the concert venues that we 
hire.   It is however, legally acceptable to donate alcohol 
and for singers to donate money for wine.  Audience 
members are then asked to pay a ósuggested donationô 
of £2.00 for an alcoholic drink. In the past it has been 
considered better to do this and also to subsidise the 
cost of juice or water for drivers or non drinkers. 
 

The alternative is to charge a higher ticket price and 
serve wine as part of the cost, but not everyone drinks 
and some like to have more than one glass. The 
Committee also feels that a higher ticket price could have 
a detrimental effect on sales.   
 

On this topic or any other issues that you may have an 
opinion or query, please donôt hesitate to talk to your 
Choir Rep or any Committee Member. You can also 
send your comments on an evaluation form (usually 
circulated in the spring 2010) or come along the AGM in 
the autumn. 
 

 
 

Spring 
Programmes 

Jazz Choir 
Includes: Windmills of your 
Mind; The First Time Ever I 
Saw Your Face; Youôll Never 
Walk Alone; Aint Misbehavin; America; Joyful, Joyful 

Jazz Ensemble 
Includes: Iôll be Seeing You; Somewhere; I Will Wait for 
You; I Want to Walk Like You; 
In The Mood; My Favourite Things 

Oratorio Choir 

Requiem Gabriel Faure; Eternal Light Howard Goodall 

 

Chamber Choir 

Includes: Salve Regina and Exultate Deo  Poulenc;  
O Sacrum Convivium Jackson; Trois Chansons Ravel; 
Sing Ye Praises to our King; Thou O Jehovah Abideth for 
ever; Help us o Lord; Have Mercy on us, O my Lord 

Copland. 

 (All subject to availability of music sheets) 

 

The Addison Group of Singers is affiliated to National Federation of Music Societies/Making Music 
Winners of PRS Award 8 times and winners of a Developing Music Life Award 2001 Registered Charity No 286808 
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